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' The quarrel between Johnson and Grant did not, how-
ever, help the impeachers, who were voted down in the
Committee on Reconstruction, February 13, by 6 to 3,
Stevens being in the minority.

Stanton was now in a position of great embarrassment,
being a member of the Cabinet by appointment of the
Senate, but unable to attend Cabinet meetings. He was
endowed with sufficient assurance for most purposes, but
not enough to go to the White House and take a seat
among gentlemen who would have looked upon him as
an intruder and a spy. Johnson was advised by General
Sherman and others to leave him severely alone.1

If this advice had been followed, Stanton would have
been exposed to ridicule ere long and the Senate could not
have helped him to ward it off. But Johnson came to his
rescue by making a fresh attempt to oust him. Eight days
after Thaddeus Stevens's impeachment resolution had
been voted down, two to one, in his own committee, the
President sent a note to Edwin M. Stanton saying that
lie had removed him from the office of Secretary of War
and appointed Lorenzo Thomas, the Adjutant-General
of the Army, as Secretary of War ad interim. The new
appointee immediately presented himself at the War
Office and showing his authority demanded possession,
which Stanton refused to yield.

The tables were instantly turned. Stanton was no
longer looked upon as holding an office with nothing to do
except to draw his salary, but as a champion of the people
defending them against a law-breaking President. Grant
had warned Johnson months before that the public looked

spared, after he took command of the Army of the Potomac. But Grant helped
more than any one else to bring about this condition. His great victories at
Donelson, Vicksburg, and Missionary Ridge all contributed to Appomattox."
(Century Magazine, January, 1913.)
1 Rhodes, History of the United States, vi, 104.as denounced was through his advice. He was the strongest
